CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
Perhaps the question will arise: why, as the title of my paper
promises to deal with normal children, have I entered in such
detail into a case of a distinctly obsessional-neurotic child? As I
have mentioned several times, the same material is to be found in
normal children too. A neurotic only shows more clearly what
is found with less intensity in the normal child as well. This is
one important factor in explanation of the problem how the same
psychical fundamentals can lead to such different results. In
the case of little Peter, the intensity of the oral-sadistic and anal-
sadistic fixation was so great that his whole development was
dominated by it. Certain experiences were also a determining
factor in bringing out his obsessional neurosis. The child changed
in a very striking manner at about two years of age. The parents
mentioned it without being able to account for it. At that time,
the child had a great relapse to the habit of dirtying himself, he
stopped all playing, started breaking his toys, and became very
difficult to manage.
Analysis revealed that in that summer when the change
appeared, the child shared the parents5 bedroom and witnessed
intercourse. The impression he received was of a very oral and
sadistic act and it strengthened his fixations. He had at this time
already reached the genital stage to some extent, and under this
impression he regressed to the p re-genital stages. Thus his whole
sexual development remained really under the domination of
these stages. The. birth of a little brother, six months later,
increased still more his conflicts and likewise his neurosis. But
there is yet another factor, which is of the greatest importance
in the development of the obsessional neurosis generally, and par-
ticularly in this case. This is the feeling of guilt engendered by
the super-ego. In Peter already at a very early age, a super-ego
not less sadistic than his own tendencies was at work. The
intensity of this fight, unbearable for the weak ego, led to a very
strong repression. Another factor is of importance too: there are
children who can bear very little anxiety and feeling of guilt.
This child could bear very little; the struggle between his sadistic
impulses and his sadistic super-ego, threatening him with the same
acts as a punishment, was a terrific burden for him. In the
unconscious the Biblical precept can eye for an eye' is at work.
This explains how it is that we find in children such fantastic ideas
of what the parents might do to them: kill them, cook them, castrate
them and so on.
As we know, the parents are the source of the super-ego, in
that their commands, prohibitions, and so on become absorbed
by the child itself. But this super-ego is not identical with the